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Metro Study Notes on Daniel Chapter Ten 

 

Daniel Chapter Ten 

 

Verse 1: King Cyrus 
“In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia [around 536 BC] a thing [the fourth great prophetic vision] was revealed 
unto Daniel [at age 91], whose name was called Belteshazzar [in the Babylonian language]; and the thing [the 
fourth great prophetic outline] was true [it will all come to pass], but the time appointed was long [for it will cover 
a period of time spanning from the Medo-Persian Empire in 539 BC until the very Second Coming of Christ]: and he 
[Daniel] understood the thing [the fourth great prophetic outline], and had understanding of the vision [he 
understand that the theme of the judgment was closely tied to the fourth prophetic outline. For example, Daniel 
12:1, refers to Michael (Jesus) when He stands up. This refers to the close of probation when Jesus finishes His 
work as our High Priest in the heavenly Sanctuary.]” 

Verses 2–3: Daniel’s Sadness 
We are not told the reason for Daniel’s sadness, but it might well have been associated with some opposition to 
Cyrus’ decree of 537 BC, which enabled the Jewish people to begin the long process of returning to Jerusalem and 
rebuilding the Temple. See Ezra 1:1–4. The devil, no doubt, would do everything within his power to frustrate the 
fulfillment of the prophecies concerning the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple. Therefore, Daniel sought the 
blessing of God for His people through fasting and prayer for three weeks. 

Verses 4–6: Heavenly Visitor 
The description of this heavenly visitor is similar to that given by the apostle John concerning Jesus Christ. See 
Revelation 1:13–17. 

Verses 7–13: Daniel’s Vision 
Daniel alone saw the vision of Jesus, yet those around him were affected by Christ’s presence. Daniel himself lost 
his strength and fell into a deep sleep. Gabriel touched him and Daniel awoke. For the second time, Gabriel 
reassured Daniel that he was greatly beloved of God and all the heavenly hosts. He comforted Daniel with the 
words, “Fear not,” verse 12. Daniel’s prayer had been heard, and heavenly agencies were already at work in 
battling the forces of evil. There was no need to worry, for God was in control.  

But a battle, nonetheless, was taking place. “The prince of the kingdom of Persia” likely refers to demonic 
agencies of Satan trying to influence Cyrus to withdraw his help from the Jewish people. Heavenly agencies, on 
the other hand, were trying to influence Cyrus to do the right thing. For twenty-one days, the destiny of God’s 
people hung in the balance. What would Cyrus, in the end, decide to do?  

God in His great providence gave Daniel time to fast and pray over the issue, and influence Cyrus in the most 
positive way without taking away his freedom to choose. Michael Himself would come and encourage the king. 
Michael is none other that Jesus Christ, who Jude identifies as the archangel. See Jude 9. Archangel, when 
referring to Christ, means the Leader and General of the angels. Christ Himself is not an angel, but He created all 
of them, and is, therefore, their General. See Colossians 1:15–18. 

Michael means who is like unto God? Of course, it is Jesus who has shown us the Father, and has set before the 
human race the true character of God. And here, we find Michael, or Jesus Christ, engaged directly against the 
forces of evil. In the end, Michael will destroy all the forces of evil at His Second Coming. See Daniel 12:1– 2. 

Verse 14: Understanding Promised 
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Gabriel comes to Daniel again to give him prophetic understanding. The forthcoming prophecy does explain in 
detail major events in the latter days, while the entire vision [the hazon] covers a period of over 2500 years.  

Verses 15–17: Daniel Loses Strength 
“And when he [Gabriel] had spoken these words unto me, I set my face toward the ground [for I desired to again 
pray for my people], and I became dumb [speechless]. And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men 
touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord, by the 
vision [the mareh, that takes in the abominable desolations of papal Rome, and the cleansing of the Sanctuary] my 
sorrows are turned upon me [for I see the trials that await God’s people throughout the centuries], and I have 
retained no strength. For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, straightway 
there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me.” 

Verses 18–19: Daniel Strengthened 
Gabriel touches Daniel again and strengthens him. He repeats, “Fear not,” and adds a third time that Daniel is 
loved of God, not simply because he was a helpless human being in need of divine intervention, but that Daniel 
was loved because of who he was.  

Verse 20: Prince of Persia and Prince of Grecia 
Gabriel and heavenly forces would continue in their struggle with the forces of evil for the spiritual welfare of the 
king of Persia and the people of God. When, of course, the kings of Persia let go of their hold on divine guidance 
and seek the dark side, or evil, then their empire would come to an end and be replaced by the kingdom of 
Greece.  

Verse 21: Michael, Your Prince 
Gabriel explained to Daniel the forthcoming prophetic picture. Then in the time of the end the books of Daniel 
would be opened and knowledge concerning these prophecies would be increased. See Daniel 12:4.  

 


